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1.
Finland is a country, which has a small Jewish population. There are less than 2000 members in the Jewish Community. This community has synagogues both in Helsinki our capital and in Turku South-West ern Finland.  Both synagogues have had their one hundred year anniversaries.  The Finnish Jewish community appointed recently young rabbi Simon Livson (born in 1982), who is the first Finnish speaking rabbi in the history of Finnish Jews.

During the Second World War Finland  extradited eight Jews to Nazi-Germany. In Helsinki there is a memorial stone for that. The Wartime was a very complex period to the Finnish Jews.  During the holocaust Finnish Jews fought in the Finnish Army together with Germans against the Soviet Union.
2.
In Finland there is a positive attitude to the Jewish people among Finnish Christians. This attitude is stronger in the older generation, which has seen the the War of independence in 1948-1949 and the history of the State of Israel.


The love for Israel is channelled through many ways and organizations.  Israelin Ystävät (“the Friends of Israel”) was founded in 1908. This organization is also mission minded and is supporting messianic congregations in Israel. Nowadays they also

                support bridgebuilding work with Jews and Arabs. 

3. 
Fida  is the Finnish pentecostal mission organization, which also sends workers together with local congregations. Today they have a program called “Davar Seminars”. (“Davar” is Hebrew and means “Word”) This program is especially for young adults and consists of the  lectures about, how to share the good news to  Jews. Through Davar Seminars they seek candidates for the Jewish Ministry. They have also used this concept in the Baltic Countries to wake christians for the Jewish Ministry. Davar together with the Keymedia published the Intercessor´s Guide of the Jewish Europe: “Euroopan juutalaisten kutsu” 
Call for the European Jews). 
4. 
In Finland we today have two Christian TV channels TV7 and Alfa-TV.  Both of them have programs about Israel and messianic Jews. Especially TV7 televises  regularly news from Israel in Finnish and they also have their own program making staff in Israel.  Because of these we have a possibility to a much more balanced picture about Israel than before.  


We also have  programmes about Israel in Christian radio channel Radio Dei and also Radio Patmos which has Israel on the list.
5.
Three quarters of the Finnish population (75%) belong to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland.  In our church we have seven mission organizations. Five of them have some work in Israel.


The biggest of these is The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission ( founded in 1859). FELM has been in Israel since 1924 and has Shalhevetja Center in Jerusalem.

It has recently taken a new direction concerning family issues. Because of that messianic community  in Israel and some partners have distanced from co-operation with them.

Three Finnish organizations FELM, Finnish Lutheran Mission (FLM) and Finnish Lutheran Overseas Mission (FLOM) have been partners in Caspari Center and sent workers to Israel.  FLM has also sent workers to London and FLOM to Russia and the Ukraine.

Mediamission Messengers supports Hebrew speaking radio programs in Israel.

